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" dicotyledonous " are evidently transposed, so as to render the 
statement just the reverse of what it was intended to be. In the 
very interesting account of the chemical influences of vegetation 
upon the atmosphere, there is an obvious typographical error, 
twenty-four for twenty-two, as the context shows. 

We must not omit reference to the very neat and tasteful man- 
ner in which the mechanical part of this book is finished. Its 
outside is as attractive as the subject of which it treats, the bind- 
ing, print, paper, and engravings being not merely unexception- 
able, but elegant. This is such a rare merit in a mere manual 
of instruction, and at the same time, as we consider it, a point of 
so much importance, that it deserves especial notice and com- 
mendation. 



5. — Hebrew Tales, selected and translated from the Writings 
of the Ancient Hebrew Sages. Boston : Crosby & Nich- 
ols. 1845. 18mo. pp. 100. 

This little compilation is not made exclusively for the use of 
the young, although they will profit by it most largely ; but read- 
ers of all classes may be made wiser and better by the simple 
and striking lessons which it contains. The selection is made 
from a work of the same title, which was published some time 
ago by the learned Hebraist, Hurwitz. From the Talmud, 
and other similar collections of ancient Jewish writings, he culled 
a large number of moral sayings, parables, and narratives, the 
forms in which the wisdom of the Orientals is usually embodied, 
and put them forth for the entertainment and instruction of a 
later age and a Christian people. This collection the American 
editor has sifted over again with good taste and discretion, and has 
thus formed quite a remarkable little book, which we can cor- 
dially commend to the attention of our readers. The simplicity 
of the style, the aptness of the illustrations, and the beauty of the 
sentiment or thought often remind one of favorite passages of Holy 
Writ. The lessons here taught come with less authority, indeed, 
than if borrowed from the sacred volume ; but they are impres- 
sive and sound, affecting the imagination strongly from their de- 
cided hue of Orientalism, and adapted to purify and elevate (he 
heart and the life. The publication will do much good, also, 
if it should induce some who make a boast of their Christian 
faith to surrender at least a portion of their anti-Jewish preju- 
dices. 



